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Jiaquan Takes Actions to Fight Against COVID-19 

Matters Concerning the Time Limits for Trademark Business Handling 
Due to the Novel Coronavirus Outbreak

THE THEME

Important Notes on Cooperation Between Chinese and Foreign Entities



Jiaquan Takes Actions to Fight Against COVID-19 

After the ourbreak of COVID-19, Jiaquan and all 

cooperative firms and companies closely unite together, 

continuing providing superior service to our clients and 

taking social responsibility as a modern enterprise. 

Jiaquan has taken actions to fight against the novel 

coronavirus. 

All patent attorneys, trademark attorneys, lawyers and 

other employees of Jiaquan spare no efforts in assisting 

clients with intellectual property related matters. We keep 

our clients posted of the new legal provisions of this 

extraordinary period, especially the latest work 

arrangements of CNIPA. 

Jiaquan has already been equipped with advanced 

remote collaborative office system, including our OA 

system, email and WeChat Work, to ensure our work 

going on smoothly. Further, we provide online service 

through our official website (www.jiaquanip.com) as well 

as other intellectual property service platforms.

Meanwhile, our sister law firm, Easwayer Law Firm 

published an open letter to the clients and the public, in 

order to prompt our clients to guard against the legal risks 

of labor and contracts, and to share the latest provisions 

of the Supreme People's Court during the outbreak. They 

also posted an article, Answers to Legal Practices of 

Enterprise Employment during the Epidemic Prevention 

and Control Period, providing targeted solutions for legal 

issues that clients are concerned about. 

At the beginning of the outbreak, Jiaquan instantly 

purchased more than 4,000 surgical masks and 

disposable masks, as well as protective clothing and 

goggles for donation to the front-line medical workers 

without hesitation, even though we ourselves are in 

shortage of protective equipment. On 7th February, 

Jiaquan made a donation to the local charity to help 

medical institutions get through the difficult time.

Jiaquan would also like to express deep gratitude to our 

friends and partners from all over the world for their 

concern and support during the outbreak. We strongly 

believe that we can defeat the virus and everything will 

go back to normal soon.



Matters Concerning the Time Limits for Trademark Business Handling 
Due to the Novel Coronavirus Outbreak

On February 6, CNIPA published the Answers to Matters 

Concerning the Time Limits for Trademark Business 

Handling Due to the Novel Coronavirus Outbreak 

(hereinafter referred to as the Answers) on its website, 

specifying related matters for clients.

The Answers specifies that, for trademark-related 

businesses like trademark supplement and correction, 

reply to examination comments, trademark fee payment, 

provision of proof for use for applications on the same 

day and reply of negotiation, provision of proof for 

cancellation of registered trademark for non-use for three 

consecutive years, application, reply and additional 

evidence for trademark oppositions, retrial of refused 

trademark and retrial of invalidation, and trademark-

related matters like reply to request for invalidation and 

additional evidence, if the client fails to do them within the 

legal or specified time limit due to the epidemic, related 

time limit shall be suspended since the date when client 

begins to be hospitalized or isolated after being infected 

with the novel coronavirus pneumonia or the date when 

trademark businesses can’t be handled normally in the 

place where the client is located due to the prevention 

and control measures, until the date when the infected 

client is discharged from hospital or the isolation ends, or 

the date when the local place resumes work and 

management and control on people ends.

The Answers also specifies that, when handling the 

above trademark businesses, clients shall also submit the 

written application for the suspension of the applicable 

time limit, which is supposed to specify the place where 

the client is located during the epidemic, barrier to 

exercise of right and date of elimination, with 

corresponding evidentiary materials being attached. The 

evidentiary materials shall include the time limit of 

infection and treatment, isolation or control, except the 

public notice on postponement of resuming work issued 

by local government. To lighten the burden of clients 

affected by the epidemic, for multiple similar applications 

for suspension of time limit for the same reason, only one 

copy of the evidentiary materials needs to be submitted, 

and it shall be submitted together with one of the cases. 

And for other cases, only the application number of the 

case to which the evidentiary materials are enclosed 

needs to be indicated in the application for suspension of 

the applicable time limit.  

In addition, clients who fail to apply for registration 

renewal of trademarks within the extension period due to 

the epidemic, which may cause the loss of trademark 

right, may apply for extension within two months since 

the elimination of the barrier to the exercise of the rights, 

with related evidentiary materials being attached. 

Source:China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA)



Important Notes on Cooperation Between Chinese and Foreign Entities

In the past, foreign enterprises were mainly focused on making use of China’s resources such 

as abundant labor force and vast market when they made investments in China. But now, more 

and more foreign companies have integrated themselves into the new wave of restructuring 

and high-quality development of Chinese economy, by initiatively participating in building 

industrial chain, supply chain and value chain with Chinese enterprises. So, in order to achieve 

the win-win goal, what should foreign entities pay attention to when cooperating with Chinese 

entities?

1. Check and verify the qualification and credibility of the Chinese entity

The Chinese government has preliminarily established a credit information publicity system 

(www.gsxt.gov.cn) for mainland enterprises. It is possible to retrieve information related to an 

enterprise’s registered capital, members of shareholders and other affiliated companies held by 

the shareholders as well as records of whether an enterprise has contract disputes or illegal 

administrative activities on the website. Such information may help when analyzing legal risks 

of business cooperation and thus guarantee one’s legal rights and interests.

2. Find out whether the joint project falls into the negative list for foreign investment in China

If the joint project falls into the negative list for foreign investment in China, it is likely that the 

project cannot be implemented due to legal or policy reasons.

3. Understand the regulations related to local tax, preferential policies and foreign exchange 

It’s important to make clear how to realize profit distribution to the investor.
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4. Sign a detailed cooperation agreement 

The input, rights and obligations, voting decisions, profit 

sharing of both parties and so on during the cooperation 

should be confirmed and written in the agreement, so as to 

avoid any unnecessary disputes and protect legal interests.

If the cooperation involves any technologies, the parties 

concerned should clarify the issues regarding confidentiality of 

technologies, prohibition of business strife, ownership of the 

improved technologies and so on, and sign relevant 

agreements or contracts accordingly. Here are some notes on 

formality issues of signing a contract.

1. The entity’s name on the contract should be identical to the 

one in the business license. If the name of the entity is different 

from the one in the business license, it may be another 

company. In China, a company name comprises 

“administrative area + trade name + industry + company type”. 

An identical trade name can be registered in different 

administrative areas. For example, while a company named 

“AB” has been registered in Guangzhou, another company 

named “AB” as well can be registered in Shenzhen. Although 

the names of the two companies are the same, they might be 

two individual ones as their shareholders, business scopes, 

registered capital etc. could be entirely different.

2. Contract terms have to be fully complete. Different types of 

contracts have different terms. The common due terms in each 

contract should be: the subject matter of the contract, breach 

clause and settlement of disputes. Besides, the agreements 

settled by both parties should also be specified clearly on the 

contract. Only in this way can the parties concerned implement 

the agreements during the performance of a contract. 

Meanwhile, in case of any disputes, such terms can clearly 

determine the rights and obligations of both parties so as to 

facilitate accountability for breach of contract.

3. The contract should be properly sealed and the eligibility of 

the signer should be verified. In China, the legal effect of the 

external documents of a company is subject to the seal. 

Therefore, the company seal (official seal or specific seal for 

contractual use registered with the Public Security Bureau) 

should be used when signing contracts. If the contract is 

signed by an individual, the authorization letter issued by the 

company is required. Otherwise, even signed by legal 

representative, the contract will still be deemed as being 

entered into by an individual rather than a company when 

disputes arise.

4. Written communication is recommended when both parties 

have different understandings on the terms during the 

performance of a contract. Such communication could be 

evidence in case of future potential legal proceedings.
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