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Hangzhou Court of the Internet Made an Announcement of a Chinese-Foreign 

Domain Name Dispute

THE THEME



Hangzhou Court of the Internet Made an Announcement 
of a Chinese-Foreign Domain Name Dispute

On 27th March 2016, Li registered two domain 

names “bancobpm.com” and “banco-bpm.com”. 

Afterwards, on 25th October 2016, Banca Popolare 

di Milano S.C.a.r.l. filed a complaint before WIPO 

Arbitration and Mediation Center and claimed that 

those domain names involved should be in its 

possession. After the trial, WIPO decided to transfer 

the domain names to Banca Popolare di Milano 

S.C.a.r.l.

Background

Li was not satisfied with the decision of WIPO and 

brought a lawsuit to Hangzhou Court of the Internet 

to request confirmation of his legitimate rights of 

keeping and using the two domain names.

Banca Popolare di Milano S.C.a.r.l. has been using 

“BPM” for short all along. Moreover, it has registered 

the domain name with “bpm” as the main body 

before Li did. All of these has made people know 

about Banco BPM.

Banco Popolare-Società Cooperativa opened its 

branches in Beijing and Shanghai in 2007, and has 

been using “Banco Popolare” as the abbreviation. 

Before Li registered those domain names involved, 

On 18th December 2019, Hangzhou Court of the 

Internet announced publicly the judgment on the 

domain name dispute between Li and Banco BPM 

Società per Azioni (which acquired the rights and 

obligations from Banca Popolare di Milano S.C.a.r.l. 

after bank mergers. Hereinafter referred to as 

“Banco BPM”), and rejected Li’s claim according to 

law due to the lack of factual and legal basis.

Focus

The controversial issues in this case are as follows.

1.Whether Banco BPM has the legal rights of “bpm” 

and “banco” in those domain names involved.
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Banco Popolare had registered an international 

trademark “BANCO POPOLARE” designating China 

under Madrid Protocol, and also after the merger 

with Banca Popolare di Milano S.C.a.r.l., the 

Shanghai branch changed its name to BANCO BPM 

Societa per Azioni-Shanghai Representative Office. 

2.Whether there is any confusion between the 

domain names involved and the prior rights of Banco 

BPM containing the words “bpm” and “banco”, which 

might give rise to misidentification to the relevant 

public.

Banco BPM inherited the prior rights such as domain 

names, trademarks, business names of the above 

two companies, therefore, it should have the 

legitimate rights of “banco” and “bpm” in the domain 

names accordingly.

The main body of the domain names involved 

consists of “banco” and “bpm”, which are confusing 

when being compared with the domain names, 

trademarks, business names and other prior rights 

containing “banco” and “bpm” inherited by Banco 

BPM as above mentioned. Besides, “banco” and 

“bpm” were also the main parts of the domain names 

“bpm.it”, “gruppobpm.it”, “bancopopolare.it” and 

“gruppobancopopolare.it” owned by Banco BPM 

itself. All of the above are enough to cause 

misidentification to the relevant public.

3.Whether Li has legitimate rights and any justified 

reasons to register and use those domain names.

Li claimed that the reason why he registered the 

relevant domain names was because in China he 

created a fashion brand called “Ban Kou Bi Pei Mo” 

(Pinyin), of which “banco bpm” was its transliteration. 

However, the Court did not support such an 

explanation. Besides, Li could neither demonstrate 

the websites to which those domain names pointed 

were of value in relation to business promotion or 

have been using on the purpose of offering goods or 

services in good faith, nor prove the mark “bpm” had 

been ever used in his sales, services or any other 

commercial activities before the domain names were 

registered. Hence, the Court held that Li did not 

have legitimate rights or good reasons to register or 
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In summary, Li’s acts were invasions of others’ legal 

rights, which also violated the principle of good faith 

as well as the order of fair competition.

Enlightenment

From this case, it can be learned that Court of the 

Internet fights against malicious registration of 

domain names through its mechanism of 

professional judgment, which will be conducive to 

taking the lead in exploring the rules of judicial 

protection of international domain names and 

providing equal protection to both Chinese and 

foreign entities.

use the domain names involved.

4.Whether Li has registered the domain names 

involved in bad faith.

Soon after the news of the merger between Banca 

Popolare di Milano S.C.a.r.l. and Banco Popolare-

Società Cooperativa was released through the 

Internet, Li registered the said domain names. 

However, the domain names were not put to use. 

Moreover, since the year of 2016, Li has registered a 

large number of domain names, some of which were 

listed as “yumingchushou5” (Pinyin) which means 

“domain names for sale”. So accordingly, the Court 

considered that Li registered the domain names 

involved in bad faith.

In pace with the popularization of the Internet and 

the development of e-commerce, the commercial 

value of domain names is getting more and more 

outstanding. A domain name is not only an external 

code of IP address nowadays any longer but also 

provides more information convenience to the 

modern society. On the other side, due to its 

uniqueness, scarcity and internationality, malicious 

preemptive registration, domain name alteration, 

reverse domain name hijacking and other new types 

of infringements will inevitably show up.
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